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November, 2001 
APPENDIX D 

 
RAPPEL EQUIPMENT SOURCE LIST 

 
This source list for rappel equipment has been developed to provide field personnel with 
the names and addresses of suppliers of products used in helicopter rappelling operations. 
It does NOT replace GSA publications, fire catalogs, or any other procurement document 
− it is a list of approved products.  Inclusion in this list does not imply that the product is 
approved for use by the Federal government or is "legal" for purchase. 
 
This list is only intended as a source of information on products that spotters/rappellers 
have found useful in the past.  Some manufacturers do not sell directly to the federal 
agencies. Call the manufacturer to obtain information on: 
 

1) Their policy regarding sales to the federal government and;  
2) Names/locations of local distributors or retail outlets. 

 
RAPPEL ANCHORS 

 
USDA Forest Service     US DOI Office of Aircraft Services (OAS) 
Technology and Development Center  3833 S. Development Avenue  
Ft. Missoula, Bldg. #1    Boise ID 83705  
Missoula, MT 59804     (208) 387-5775 
(406) 329-3956 
 

BOXES, FIRE PACK AND CHAIN SAW 
 
Longview Fibre Co.  
PO Box 19325  
Portland OR 97219 
 

DEVICES, RAPPEL 
 
 
California Mountain Co. (CMC)   Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) 
PO Box 6602 Santa Barbara CA 93160  PO Box 803 
(800) 235-5741    Lafayette GA 30728 
      (800) 282-ROPE 
 
Descent Control, Inc.     Rescue Systems, Inc. 
PO Box 6405      Rt. 2, Box RSI 
Ft Smith AR 72901     Little Hocking OH 45742 
(501) 646-4382    (800) 552-1133 
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Mountain Safety Research (MSR)  High Angle Associates    
1100 East Pike Street     6002 Calhoun Drive 
Seattle WA 98108    Fredericksburg, VA 22407 

(540) 786 2102 
 
 

FIRE RESISTANT CLOTHING, NOMEX 
 

GSA Wildfire Protection Equipment & Supplies      
GSA – Federal Supply Service  
General Products Center (7FX) 
819 Taylor Street 
Ft. Worth, TX 76102-6195 
 

GLOVES, HEATER-TYPE 
 

Sullivan Glove Co.    Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) 
100 SE Miller Avenue   PO Box 803 
Bend OR 97701    Lafayette GA 30728 
(541) 382-3092    (800) 282-ROPE 
 

HARNESSES 
 

California Mountain Co. (CMC)   Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) 
PO Box 6602 Santa Barbara CA 93160  PO Box 803 
(800) 235-5741    Lafayette GA 30728 
      (800) 282-ROPE 
 
Forest Mountaineering Ltd.   Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) 
1517 Platte Street    1525 11th Avenue 
Denver CO 80202    Seattle WA 98122 
      (800) 426-4840 
 
Larakis Safety Harness, Inc.   Rescue Systems, Inc. 
30 Greenough Place    Rt. 2, Box RSI 
Newport RI 02840    Little Hocking OH 45742 
      (800) 552-1133 
 
High Angle Associates 
6002 Calhoun Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(540) 786-2102 
 



Suppliers, Information, References 

   D-3

LET-DOWN LINE 
 

Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI)  Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) 
1525 11th Avenue    PO Box 803 
Seattle WA 98122    Lafayette GA 30728 
(800) 426-4840    (800) 282-ROPE 
 
 
 
High Angle Associates 
6002 Calhoun Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(540) 786-2102 
 
 

HELMETS, RAPPELLER 
 
California Mountain Co. (CMC)   Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI) 
PO Box 6602 Santa Barbara CA 93160  1525 11th Avenue 
(800) 235-5141    Seattle WA 98122 
      (800) 426-4840 
 
Mountain Safety Research (MSR)  Rescue Systems, Inc 
1100 East Pike Street     Rt. 2, Box RSI 
Seattle WA 98108    Little Hocking OH 45742 
      (800) 552-1133 
 
Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI)  J.E. Weinel, Inc. 
PO Box 803      PO Box 213 
Lafayette GA 30728     Valencia PA 16059 
(800) 282-ROPE    (800) 346-ROPE 
 

HELMETS, SPOTTER (AVIATOR) 
 
Gentex Corp.      Fire Cache 
2824 Metropolitan Place    National Interagency Fire Center 
Pomona CA 91767     3833 S. Development Avenue 
(714) 596-6512    Boise ID 83705 
      (208) 387-5104 
 

KNIFE, “JACK THE RIPPER" 
 
Para-Gear Equipment Co.     
3839 W. Oakton Street  
Skokie IL 60076  
(800) 323-0437 
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STRAP, AVIS 

 
FMC Corp., Industrial Packaging Div.  Bob & Bob 
1617 J.F. Kennedy Blvd.    PO Box 441 
PO Box 1949 Philadelphia PA 19105  Lewisburg WV 24901 
      (304) 772-5049 
 

ROPES 
High Angle Associates 
6002 Calhoun Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(540) 786-2102 

 
Blue Water Ltd.    Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) 
PO Box 1465     PO Box 803 
131 Lovvorn Road    Lafayette GA 30728 
Carrollton GA 30117    (800) 282-ROPE 
(404) 832-9694 
 
California Mountain Co. (CMC)   Rescue Systems, Inc. 
PO Box 6602 Santa Barbara CA 93160  Rt. 2, Box RSI 
Seattle WA 98122    Little Hocking OH 45742 
(800) 235-5141    (800) 552-1133 
 
Descent Control, Inc.     Wellington Puritan, Rhino Ropes 
PO Box 6405      PO Box 521 
Ft Smith AR 72901     Madison GA 30650 
(501) 646-4382    (800) 221-5054 
 

DESCENT DEVICE 
 

Pigeon Mountain Industries, Inc. (PMI) Mountain Safety Research (MSR) 
PO Box 803     1100 East Pike Street   
Lafayette GA 30728    Seattle WA 98108 
(800) 282-ROPE 
 
California Mountain Co. (CMC)   Descent Control, Inc  
PO Box 6602 Santa Barbara CA 93160  PO Box 6405   
Seattle WA 98122    Ft Smith AR 72901   
(800) 235-5141    (501) 646-4382 
 
High Angle Associates 
6002 Calhoun Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(540) 786-2102 
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HAND TACKING EQUIPMENT 
 

Para-Gear Equipment Co.    Cutters Exchange   
3839 W. Oakton Street    627 19th Avenue 
Skokie IL 60076-3438   PO Box 373 
(708) 679-5905    Nashville, TN 37202 
      (800) 251-2142 
      (615) 329-4931 
 
VARIOUS EQUIPMENT: CARABINERS, GOGGLES, LET-DOWN LINE, BAGS − 

AND PERSONAL GEAR 
 
Most of this equipment can be procured from previously listed mountaineering or caving 
suppliers including CMC, Para-Gear, PMI and REI.  Other firms that can be contacted 
include: 
 
International Mountain Equipment, Inc. Roco Rescue 
PO Box 494/Mainstreet   1945 Candlewood Avenue 
North Conway NH 03860   Baton Rouge LA 70816 
(603) 356-6316    (800) 647-ROCO 
 
KHS Sales     Seattle Manufacturing Corp. (SMC) 
7247 Oak Ridge Highway   12880 Northrup Way 
PO Box 7101     Bellevue WA 98005 
Knoxville TN 37391    (206) 883-0334 
(615) 690-6706 
 
Mountain Gear    High Angle Associates 
12 West Sprague    6002 Calhoun Drive 
Spokane WA 99204    Fredericksburg, VA 22407 
(509) 838-8040    (540) 786-2102 
 
 

ORGANIZATIONS AND INFORMATION SOURCES 
 

American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) 
1916 Race Street 
Philadelphia PA 19103 
(215) 299-5400 

 
National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) 
PO Box 50178 
Washington DC 20004 
703) 352-1349 
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National Fire Protection Association 
Batterymarch Park 
Quincy MA 02269 
(617) 770-3000 

 
National Speleological Society (NSS) 
Cave Avenue 
Huntsville AL 35810 
(205) 852-1300 

 
USDA Forest Service 
Technology and Development Center    
Ft. Missoula, Bldg. #1   
Missoula, MT 59804     

   (406) 329-3956 (Anchors) 
  (406) 329-3967 (Equipment) 
  (406) 329-3719 (Fax) 
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RECOMMENDED READING 
 

In addition to Nos. 6 and 10 above: 
 
11. Martin, Tom. Rappelling, Search, Mt. Sterling, KY. 
 
12. The Parachute Manual, Para Publishing, P.O. Box 4232, Santa Barbara, CA 
 

 



Suppliers, Information, References 

   D-7

MTDC DRAWING NUMBERS 
MTDC-946 Rappel Spotter Tether Attachment 
MTDC-958 Snub Strap 
MTDC-959 Klamath Cargo Container 
MTDC-974 Cargo Let Down Accordion Pack 
MTDC-977 Bell 407 Letdown Line Abrasion Guard  
MTDC-978 Bell 407 Snub Strap 
MTDC-980 Helicopter Rappel External Cargo Break Away Strap 
MTDC-982 Helicopter Rappel External Cargo Strap 
MTDC-983 Helicopter Rappel Cargo Let-Down Line 
MTDC-984 Bell Medium Gunner Strap 
Helicopter Tether Harness Model #9301 Dwg# B49001 
 
 


